Community-based 3 Rs Practices

in Myanmar
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Existing Situations in Waste Management

» Myanmar has no serious problem regarding of environmental
pollution owing to a sparsely populated area and least industrial

development.

» Despite, solid waste management is currently regarded as one of

* Rapid urbanization
* Population growth

« Economic growth Massive waste

* Change in generation
consumption patterns

 public unawareness

Responsible Agencies for Waste Management

. Yangon City Development Committee in Yangon
Mandalay City Development Committee in Mandalay
Nay Pyi Taw Development Committee in Nay Pyi Taw

. Township Development Committees in remaining towns

Stakeholders

(3) Social organizations (6) Academic




Waste Management Policy

» Provision of waste collection services, management activities
and initiation of 3 Rs practices are extensively undertaken by
responsible organizations independently. Therefore policy

statement may differ from one organization to another.

Environmental Regulations

. The Yangon Water-Work Act (1885)

. The City of Yangon Municipal Act (1922)

. The Water Power Act (1927)

. The Underground Water Act (1930)

. The City of Yangon Development Law (1990)

Beside these, the City and Township Development Committees
promulgated the solid waste disposal and collection bye-law as
its measure for legal basis at local level.




Waste Generation Rate

WGR Waste composition ‘

City per _
capita O'9aNIC | o hor plastic | Glass | Can | Textile | Dust | Other

waste
Yangon 0.53 76.93 | 224 17.75 0.45 0.2 1.14 - 1.29
Bagan 0.45 63 3 15 1.65 4 1.6 6 5.75

Waste Collection System

» The feature of solid waste collection in Myanmar is basically
labor intensive work and mainly relies on manual labor and non-

specialized vehicles.

» Waste collection Systems:




3 Rs activities in Myanmar

Reject

» Polythene plastic carrier bags with its non-degradable nature is a

major problem.

» Therefore, “Polythene Plastic Carrier Bags Free Zones” are

boxes and baskets are introduced.

Environmental awareness and education

Alternative bags to polythene plastic carrier bags




Reduce

» Waste reduction is the way forward to reduce the amount of

generated waste by waste generators.

Demand
side

Waste
minimization

Demand Side

» Buying economy size products or choosing appropriate amounts
and sizes.

» Buying durable products or buying reusable items that can be used
repeatedly.




Supply Side

» Offering reusable alternatives such as paper, leaves for
packaging or shipping,
« Asking consumers whether they need a bag for small

purchases,

Reuse

Reuse is the use of a product more than once.
This includes conventional reuse where the item
Is used again for the same function and new-life

. W reuse where it is used for a new function.

» The deposit refund system for glass bottles or pol

» Plastic bags that are reused as liners for household waste bins,




Reuse Cont.

« Food jars that are washed out and used to store things like
buttons and screws,

Paper bags that are used to cover school text books or are used
for garbage bags around the house,

Belts that are used to tie back tree branches or are used for
tyin ung trees to supports

Buckets that are used as dust bins or outdoor flower pots.

Recycling

Recycling is the practice of sorting, collecting and reprocessing
of used materials into new products. It is a good way of reusing

valuable resources and avoiding them ending up as waste.

» Recycling activity is widely practiced in low- and middle-

to waste purchasers at the doorstep are a commaon scene.




Recveline ConE

» Private sectors’ recycling business is also widespread.
» The informal sector including scavengers, waste collectors, waste
dealers, waste merchants, and recycling industries are instrumental

in the waste recycling scheme.

Recycling Cont.

 In alternative, some scavengers collect certain categories of

recyclables if it is sorted through the waste once it had been

tipped. Then, they sell it to waste dealers, who have the space to

further clean, sort, and store the waste.




Manufacturing Process of Reclaimed Molded Product
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Challenges
» Adults and working groups are rooted to the disposable

consumer culture and are interested to purchase new luxury

products that leads to minimal achievement of waste reduction.

» Consequences of economic growth and growing consumer

demand for the disposable products have challenged the full

Future Plan

Objective: To promote solid waste management and environmentally
sound management of toxic chemicals and hazardous wastes.

Activities to be completed including on-going ones:

» Enact the drafted Myanmar Environmental Protection Law.

» Apply polluter pays principle.

« Encourage private investments in solid waste management services.




Future Plan Cont.

Activities to be completed including on-

going ones:

» Formulate a solid waste management master plan and

guidelines and priority on big cities.
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